CHAPTER II
THE  INDIANS  OF  THE  PLAINS
AT the time when the Spaniards discovered America, the continent was inhabited by various native tribes from north to south and east to west. The natives lived chiefly near to water, but many of them roamed over the plains, hunting and fighting. Except for a few in the north they all belonged to various tribes of Red Indians, and these tribes were grouped togther into nations. Some were savages, others were barbarians. They did not all live alike : there were fishermen and hunters, and there were a few wrho had learned to till the ground.
In the centre of North America where the land is flat and where the farmers we spoke of in the last chapter now raise miles and miles of golden grain, there was then nothing but grass which varied very much in length. In places it was so short that it looked like velvet; elsewhere it might be six or seven feet high. On these grassy plains or prairies there were Jew trees, except along the watercourses. During the winter the land is so cold th$t the rivers
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